
The son of David and Bathsheba, Solomon ruled Israel ca. 962-922 BCE. (The 12 tribes of 
Israel were still united at this point.)  His reign was marked by prosperity and prestige, 
grandiose building projects, and a cultural transformation.   One of his primary building 1

projects was the Temple in Jerusalem.  Solomon levied huge taxes on the people and 
conscribed slaves from the northern tribes  in order to pay for these building projects,
because this was the model his son Rehoboam duplicated.


Rehoboam, son of Solomon, succeeded to the throne, and soon after his coronation, the 
Israelite tribes to the north--that is, all the tribes except Benjamin and Judah--revolted against 
him, for reasons described in I Kings 12:  a "yoke" heavy with taxation and civic oppression.  
The I Kings handout reads:


When all Israel saw that the king would not listen to them, the people answered the king, ‘What 
share do we have in David? We have no inheritance in the son of Jesse. To your tents, O Israel! 
Look now to your own house, O David.’ 

This represents the revolt of the northern tribes against Rehoboam's very harsh rule.  They 
reject Rehoboam--David's grandson--as king and accept, instead, Jeroboam I.


Thus Israel was divided between the Northern Kingdom, the 10 tribes of Israel with Jeroboam I 
as its king, and the Southern Kingdom, the tribes of Judah and Benjamin with Rehoboam as 
the Davidic king.


King of the north from 922 to 901 BCE, Jeroboam instituted religious change, allowed idolatry 
and discouraged worship in Jerusalem   thus, earning the description "apostate" for the north.
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Located in the region of the northern Kingdom, Samaria was founded about 50 years later,  
became the capital of the Northern Kingdom and continued as the capital until the Assyrian 
conquest  in 722 BCE.  The apostasy of Jeroboam I continued throughout that time:  wicked 
king Ahab built a temple to Baal, perhaps for his Phoenician queen Jezebel.  Later, King Jehu 
demolished Baal's temple and turned it into a latrine, but maintained a shrine to the goddess 
Asherah.  Samaria, then, is entrenched with idolatry from its earliest history.


After the Assyrian conquest in 722, much of Samaria's local population of Israelites was 
deported and the region was populated with  foreign (non-Jew) colonists.  Even after the 
Babylonian exile (which lasted 70 years), the Samaritans opposed Nehemiah's attempts to 
rebuild Jerusalem (Neh. 4;6). These Samaritans were probably Jews living both in Judea and in 
Samaria (cf. Ezra 4.4) who had continued to worship and to administer the territory of ancient 
Israel in the exiles' absence; their quarrel with Nehemiah was political, not religious.


During the Persian period (sixth–fourth centuries) Samaria continued to be more open than 
Judea to foreign influences and Samaria symbolized the entire northern kingdom, which was  
condemned her religious and social ills.
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From papyri of (375–335 BCE), it seems that the ruling‐class Samaritans of the Persian period 
revered Yahweh. Sometime after the arrival of Alexander the Great (332 BCE), the Samaritans 
constructed a temple of Yahweh at Gerrazim, which would rival the great Jerusalem temple 
built by Solomon.


Alexander the Great's army destroyed Samaria in 331 BCE. It was rebuilt to become a wealthy 
Hellenistic city surrounded by a massive wall with a series of monumental round watchtowers. 
The city was destroyed again by the Jew John Hyrcanus in 108 BCE, but it began to revive 
after Rome took over Palestine (63 BCE). 


The Romans gave the territory of Samaria to the great architect (ref. Verna's study) Herod the 
Great in 30 BCE, who embellished the city and built a great temple to Ceasar Augustus.  The 
city was demolished in 66-70 CE during the Jewish rebellion but soon revived until if finally 
declined during the Byzantine period. 
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