
Levine’s Department Store                               by Eva Scheib Hendler of Parkland, Florida 
 
     Levine’s Department Store was located on King Street in Windsor for over 50 years in the 
Charity Lodge building. Several retail establishments were located in that location prior to 1942 
when Ann and Dave Levine became the proprietors. 
  
     Ann Scheib Levine left Europe in 1938– to visit and possibly permanently reside in 
Greensboro, North Carolina with her uncle and aunt, Moses and Ceilia Leinwand.  While in 
North Carolina, World War II broke out which made returning to Europe impossible.  Ann was 
distraught because she had no doubt that her entire family had perished. She remained living 
with her Aunt Celia and Uncle Moe in Greensboro until she met and married Dave Levine who 
was born and raised in Greensboro.  Dave worked with his family in their retail clothing 
business.  After Ann and Dave were married in November, 1941 they learned about a retail 
clothing store in Windsor, North Carolina that was for sale. When Ann and Dave arrived in 
Windsor, the store was very neglected and in complete disarray because the owner (Mr. Loren) 
was serving in our military and was unfortunately killed in combat. 
  
  
     After deciding to make Windsor their home, the Levines filled the store with merchandise and 
began selling men’s, women’s, and children’s moderately priced clothing. Then four years later 
in late 1945, Ann received a phone call from a Displaced Person’s Camp in Germany notifying 
her that her two brothers, Sam and Meyer, and their mother, Hinda, had survived the Holocaust. 
The Scheib family roots were from Przemslany, Poland which had a Jewish population of 2200 
Jewish people. This was 60% of the town’s total population. Anti-semitism always existed in 
Poland but became increasingly worse once Hitler entered Poland in 1941. Specific laws were 
imposed against Jews.  Failure to comply meant severe beating or death. Jewish children were 
no longer allowed to attend public schools.  Jewish people could not shop or enter a non-Jewish 
owned business including a doctor’s office. All Jews had to wear an armband with the Star of 
David on it so that they could easily be recognized.  Jews could not leave their homes once 
daylight ended. Nazi soldiers walked the streets in the daytime with the sole intent of humiliating 
the Jews.  For no reason, a Jew could be kicked to the floor and beaten ruthlessly.  Jewish 
stores were randomly vandalized or burned. Jewish girls walking from one destination to the 
other were often raped and beaten by Nazi soldiers.  The very first mass execution in 
Przemslany occurred in 1941 when the Germans burned down a synagogue filled with 
worshipping Jews -all of which perished.  A Greek Catholic priest and several other gentile 
residents tried to open the doors of the synagogue to free the Jews.  Those people were sent to 
a concentration camp where they later died. 
  
     All males over the age of 16 had to register with the Nazi party in each town. Failure to 
comply meant death if caught.  One day in the summer of 1941, the first of several registrations 
took place in Przemslany.  This registration took place in a  community center in the downtown 
area.  Jewish men and boys filled the community center to capacity. The doors were locked. 
The Jews were tortured for hours.  One German soldier took pleasure in gauging out the eyes of 
several rabbis. Many Jews were beaten to death.  Several were forced to perform sex acts on 
each other. Others were castrated. 
Those that survived the ordeal were ordered to march out to an isolated field.  They were forced 
to dig a large trench..  They were then ordered to stand naked beside the large hole where Nazi 
soldiers shot them with machine guns.  Many bodies fell into the trench. Some were not fatally 



shot-only wounded.  A bulldozer pushed any remaining bodies into the trench and covered it 
with dirt. The dirt moved.  Sounds could be heard from the trench because many of those 
innocent Jewish men and boys were buried alive…simply because they were Jewish. Young 
Meyer Scheib watched this horrific event as he hid behind bushes.  He was 11 years old. 
Even though Poland had many large cities, there were many small villages as well. The Nazi 
philosophy was to contain the Jews.  So they ordered all Jews from small neighboring villages 
to enter a nearby larger town. Instead of one family living in a house-now six families were 
residing in that dwelling. The town was surrounded by walls and barbed wire. This was called a 
ghetto. By doing this, the Nazis could manage the ins and outs of the activities of what went on 
in the ghetto.  Very little food or supplies were brought into the ghetto. Therefore, disease and 
starvation ran rampant.  Merciless torture became a way of life. Confiscation of all Jewish 
property plus forced labor came next.  At age 12, Meyer’s job was to unload dead bodies in a 
wagon and take them to a field and bury them.  Dead bodies were sprawled in the streets. With 
all this going , the two brothers would sneak out of the ghetto and walk miles at night to steal a 
chicken, a few pieces of bread, or an apple to help feed their family. 
  
     Liquidation of the ghetto began in 1942.  Nazi soldiers entered the town with large trucks. 
Jews were forced into the trucks and taken to a death camp in Belzec. Other Jews were sent to 
labor camps.  This scene happened every few weeks.  Then in May, 1943-the Scheibs were 
awakened by shots and screams.  They made a choice to run into the Black Forest of Poland 
instead of giving up and being taken to a concentration camp.  They ran and ran that rainy night 
while all they could think about was the bullets flying all around them. 
  
     So many stories could be told about their experience living in the woods for over two years. 
They lived in fox holes in both summers and extremely cold winters where the snow was waist 
high.  But they survived. The rest of their family perished.  Less than a dozen Przemslany Jews 
survived the Holocaust.  The three Scheibs were part of that dozen. 
  
     Meyer and Hinda immigrated to the United States in 1948.  Due to quotas, Sam immigrated 
a couple of years later. Once in Windsor, both brothers together purchased Levine’s 
Department Store from the Levines.  They ran the business until 1993 when both retired and 
moved to south Florida. Both brothers were happy making a new life in Windsor. They had each 
other and they had their families. The freedom that the United States gave them was their sense 
of contentment.  Their goal in life was to live comfortably, make a living, and educate their 
children.  They met their goal. 
  
     Sam and his wife Helen died several years after moving to Florida.  They have two children, 
Dr. Rochelle Scheib of Boston who is a breast cancer oncologist and Joseph Scheib of Raleigh 
who is a CPA.  Rochelle has three children all who live in New York City. Joseph’s two 
daughter’s live in North Carolina. 
  
     Meyer and his wife Estelle live in Tamarac, Florida.  They are both in their mid 80’s.  Estelle 
has had poor health since her retirement.  In July, 2017-Meyer was diagnosed with advanced 
dementia.  Two things that have remained with him are his experiences during the Holocaust 
and his love for his stores in Windsor and Ahoskie.  I live right outside of Boca Raton which is 
about 15 minutes away from my parents.  My husband, Leigh, and I have a 16 year old son 
named Sam who is named after my Uncle Sam Scheib. I have been a middle school math 
teacher for the past 32 years. 



  
     Even though Rochelle, Joseph, and I do not get to Windsor that often-the town is still 
ingrained in us.  We are fortunate to have so many happy memories of Windsor. Our fondest 
memories are those while working in Levine’s Dept. Store and Windsor Shoe Store (located four 
stores to the left of Levine’s on the corner). The Scheib family truly loved our customers. And I 
feel that they felt the same about us. 
  
Happy 250th Birthday Windsor!  You made the difference in the lives of one family! 
  
 


